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BROADBAND ACCESS 

 Mr T.G. STEPHENS to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise: 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I will interject on my question to congratulate the Minister for Indigenous Affairs for the 
solid work she is doing in her portfolio and to express my appreciation for the effort and focus she has brought to 
it on behalf of the government.   

Can the Minister for Industry and Enterprise please inform the house of the latest developments in the federal 
government’s broadband plan? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for his commitment to getting broadband in those underserved areas of regional Western 
Australia.  Before I answer his question, I acknowledge the presence in the Speaker’s gallery of the principals, 
associate principals, school leaders, head boys and head girls of Balga Senior High School, Mirrabooka Senior 
High School and Mt Lawley Senior High School, all of whom are guests of the member for Yokine. 

Members have heard me speak at length about broadband; the state broadband network; the government’s 
billion-dollar, 10-year program to roll out super fast fibre-optic broadband across Western Australia; and the 
response to this from the federal government.  In fact, members might remember that I have put on record 
previously that the response from Senator Helen Coonan, the Minister for Communications, Information 
Technology and the Arts, has been enthusiastic.  She welcomed the government’s state broadband network 
proposal and encouraged its development at a meeting of ministers, and even said as much in a letter to me.  
When Helen Coonan was set to announce the Connect Australia program to provide broadband to underserved 
areas of Western Australia, the state government put it to the minister that she ensure that the state broadband 
network be integrated into the national program.  We had a response from her in writing that that would be the 
case.  Has it occurred so far?  No, it has not occurred.  Federal Parliament has been prorogued, we are in the 
middle of a federal election campaign, and it still has not occurred.  What has occurred so far?  The minister has 
announced that the $958 million Connect Australia contract has gone to the Optus-Elders consortium under the 
name of a new company called Opel.  As recently as last Saturday, an article appeared in The Australian that 
revealed that Opel has yet to work out the spectrum to be used, the equipment, the placement and approvals for 
hundreds of base stations, the location of the new company headquarters, and who will be the chief executive 
officer.  This is another shining example of the way in which the federal government has bumbled, fumbled and 
stuffed up telecommunications over the past 11 years.  It has awarded a contract worth nearly $1 billion of 
taxpayers’ money to a company that does not have a CEO.  It is an absolute disgrace.  It has not carried out the 
commitment it gave to ensure that Western Australia would get a super fast fibre-optic network.  In Western 
Australia, $90 billion oil and gas infrastructure hubs are on the cards in the north west, which will probably be 
built in the Kimberley; the North West Shelf gas project is to be expanded; and there will possibly be a hub in 
Onslow.  All those will require super fast fibre-optic connections.  This has been completely overlooked by a 
federal Liberal government that is eastern states-centric and does not really care what happens in Western 
Australia.  It is willing to take money from the resources boom and expand its budget, but is it willing to put any 
money into infrastructure to make those industries more efficient and to grow the resource base?  It is not. 

I have several times met with and spoken to the federal shadow Minister for Communications and Information 
Technology, Senator Stephen Conroy, about Labor’s plan for telecommunications, and I am very pleased with 
his response and the enthusiasm he has for Western Australia’s state broadband network and how it will fit with 
the federal Labor Party’s plan for telecommunications.  I can only say to all the people and businesses in 
Western Australia who want a super fast broadband network - vote Labor, because that is the only way they will 
get it. 
 


